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CatSU Center for Catandungan Heritage unveils 
Arte Insulares Dos to celebrate Nat’l Arts Month 2023

by Francis John B. Templonuevo

CatSU Tertiary Education 
Subsidy (TES) scholars receive 
their grants 

CatSU Pres donates 
Samsung tablets

CatSU CEA BSCpE

DISPLAYING ARTISTRY: Dr. Ramon Felipe A.Sarmiento, Vice President for Research, and Extension, and Production Affairs, and the Director 
of Center for Catandungan Heritage shares insights about Arte Insulare Dos during the National Arts Month celebration at the CatSU Main 
Lobby, with CatSU President Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza in attendance.

The Center for Catandungan 
Heritage of Catanduanes State 
University presents the ‘Arte 

Insulare Dos’ exhibit at the Main Building 
lobby to celebrate the National Arts 
Months 2023. 

The exhibit showcases the pintura and 
dibujo of local artists Ms. Maria Fatima 
Arcilla, Ms. Alma Ang, Mr. Efren T. Sorra, 
Mr. Noel Villanueva, and Salvador Bernal 
Jr.

Photo essays of Catandunganon’s 

Local Architecture were also displayed in 
the exhibit. 

This year’s Arte Insulare exhibit 
highlights the works of Mr. Noli 
Rodrigueza, the pioneer of Haute Couture 
in Catanduanes. 

The local artists who showcased their 
art were introduced by Dr. Ramon Felipe 
A. Sarmiento, the CCH Director and Vice 
President for Research, Extension, and 
Production Affairs.

Governor Joseph C. Cua and Vice 

Governor Peter C. Cua support the 
exhibit, as the Provincial Government of 
Catanduanes partners with Catanduanes 
State University in developing the Museo 
de Catanduanes. The agreement was 
signed during the program to establish 
the museum. 

“The arts serve as our identity, and 
we must always have a place for this in 
our University,” said Dr. Patrick Alain T. 
Azanza, CatSU President.
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The Catanduanes State University 
(CatSU) College of Engineering 
and Architecture’s BS in Computer 

Engineering (CEA BSCpE) sent off its 
sixty-seven (67) fourth-year students and 
two (2) faculty coordinators, Engr. Ronnie 
B. Santelices and Engr. Morris U. Aquino, 
for a week-long educational tour in Metro 
Manila on February 26, 2023

The tour aimed to ensure a sustainable 
teaching and learning delivery process 
and included extracurricular pursuits to 
increase the students’ learning chances 
and develop the connection between 
academia and industry in line with the 

The tour also included a visit to 
Hytec Power Incorporated in Novaliches, 
Quezon City. Here, students learned 
about the provision of consistent 
industrial solutions to common industry 
problems to increase job productivity, 
operational efficiency, workplace safety, 
and job skill mismatch solutions.

Another stop was Packetworx IoT 
Technology Hub in Ortigas Center, 
Pasig, Metro Manila. Packetworx is the 
leading source of hardware and software 
solutions for system integrators and 
developers to use in the development of 
various IoT solutions.

Included in the itinerary also was the 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines 
(PUP) - College of Engineering and 
Architecture in Sta. Mesa, Manila. The 

Computer Engineering program criteria.
Engr. Santelices, the Computer 

Engineering Department Chair, stated 
that these extracurricular activities were 
designed to support and help students 
have a more fulfilling learning experience 
outside the regular classroom teaching 
programs.

During the tour, the students visited 
several notable institutions. At the 
PAGASA Science Garden in Diliman, 
Quezon City, they observed cutting-edge 
technology used to provide weather-
related information, goods, and services, 
making communities more resilient to 

students saw the college’s technological 
advancement in computer laboratories 
and equipment that provides greater 
opportunity for students.

The De La Salle-College of Saint 
Benilde was also visited, where the 
Multimedia Arts curriculum combines 
essential skills such as communication, 
programming, and graphic design with 
cutting-edge technology like digital media 
and the Internet.

Lastly, the group visited the Technical 
Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) in Taguig City. TESDA 
is mandated to establish an accreditation 
system for institutions engaged in 
middle-level manpower development 
and support technical education and 
skills development programs and 

typhoons, floods, landslides, and other 
extreme weather events.

The students also went to the DOST 
Advanced Science and Technology 
Institute (DOST-ASTI) and the DOST 
Electronic Product Development Center 
(DOST-EPDC), both in Diliman, Quezon 
City. They were introduced to the 
scientific research and development 
of advanced domains like information 
and communications technology, 
microelectronics, and the provision 
of prototype design and fabrication of 
printed circuit boards (PCB) and electronic 
product testing.

initiatives. The Green Technology Center, 
Technology, Research and Development 
Division, Competence Assessment 
Division, Mechatronics Labs, and 
Learning Development Division were all 
made open to students.

“We are thankful to our College Dean, 
Engr. Pedro A. Arcilla, Jr., and of course 
to our SUC President, Dr. Patrick Alain T. 
Azanza, for all the support and guidance in 
this educational trip for our students. Our 
senior students are also grateful for the 
approval by our officials, that they have 
been sent to do fish bowling, have been 
given access to effective and engaging 
learning experience through worthwhile 
off-campus activities, and ultimately, have 
been given the chance of getting a taste 
of the real world,” Engr. Aquino said. 

CatSU CEA BSCpE students go on week-long 
Educational Tour in Metro Manila to enhance 
learning experience by Caroline I. Vecilles
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CatSU appoints Dr. Bernardino C. Abundo Jr. as 
new VP for Admin and Finance Affairs
by Caroline I. Vecilles

Catanduanes State University 
President Dr. Patrick Alain T. 
Azanza announced earlier this 

month the appointment of Dr. Bernardino 
C. Abundo Jr. as the new Vice President 
for Admin and Finance Affairs.

The goal of this appointment is to 
provide excellent administrative and 
financial services to all clients, in line with 
the plans and programs under the Vision 
of HOPE of the current administration.

Dr. Abundo is tasked with crafting 
and calibrating new strategies and 
mechanisms to address various, including 
existing concerns for the university.

His appointment was recommended 
by the Administrative Council on 
February 28, 2023, and unanimously 
approved by the Board of Regents in its 
1st Quarter/208th Regular Meeting on 
March 6, 2023, at CHED Central Office.

Known to many as Doc Jun, Dr. 
Abundo previously served as the 
Assistant Vice President for Academic 
Affairs appointed by the CatSU Pres upon 
his seat to the SUC presidency and the 
strongest man for VP AFA, preceded by 
Dr. Maria Edna R. Iñigo.

Doc Jun holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Science and Management Engineering 
(BS MIE), a Masters in Business 

Administration (MBA), and a Doctorate 
Degree in Educational Management.

He has also received several 
scholarship grants such as the Orientation 
on Sanitary Landfill Operations in 
Burbank, California, USA, sponsored by 
the DILG (Phils.) and the City government 
of Burbank, USA in October 2008.

Dr. Abundo’s past committee 
involvement includes being a Member 
of Graduate Studies Specialization 
(MBA Program) and Co-Chairman of 
the Committee to Review, Revise and 
Update the CatSU Administrative Manual 
and Code.

He has also been involved in 
consultancy services and developed 
instructional materials such as Financial 
management for MSMEs, which he 
co-authored with Dr. Lily P. Custodio, 
CatSU’s Executive Vice President.

In addition, Dr. Abundo has conducted 
notable research, including the 
Organization Effectiveness of EBMC as an 
economic enterprise in 2020, which was 
officially requested by the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan of Catanduanes.

As VP for AFA, Dr. Abundo is 
expected to assume responsibility 
in the planning, implementation, and 
monitoring of the administrative and 

financial division, including Records 
Services, Human Resource Management 
Services, Security Services, Building and 
Grounds Services, Motor Pool Services, 
Accounting Services, Budget Services, 
Cashiering Services, and Supply Services.

He will also be responsible for 
generating external funding management 
and supervision of externally generated 
income/donations, grants, and 
infrastructure projects and other physical 
facilities. Additionally, he will provide 
leadership and workable arrangements 
for personal growth and development.

Dr. Abundo’s duties as VP also include 
reviewing and approving the performance 
evaluation rating of employees under the 
Admin and Fin Services and preparing/
submitting quarterly, mid-year, annual 
accomplishment, and other reports of 
the Admin & Finance Division of the 
University as required along MFO, among 
others.

Dr. Abundo’s appointment is expected 
to bring fresh perspectives and strategies 
to CatSU’s administrative and financial 
affairs, ensuring that the university 
continues to provide excellent service to 
its clientele. 
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Dr. Joseph G. Zafe: Catanduanes State University’s 
New Assistant VP for Academic Affairs
by Caroline I. Vecilles

Dr. Joseph G. Zafe, Associate 
Professor V at Catanduanes 
State University (CatSU), has 

been appointed as the new Assistant 
Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
This recommendation was made by the 
Administrative Council on February 28, 
2023, and was unanimously approved 
by the Board of Regents during its 1st 
Quarter/208th Regular Meeting on March 
6, 2023, at CHED Central Office in Manila.

Dr. Zafe began his career as a 
professional teacher in 2000 at Pio Del 
Pilar Elementary School in Manila, where 
he was awarded “Outstanding Teacher 
in Filipino” in 2002 and “Model Teacher 
of the Year” in the same year. He also 
served as a Division Demonstration 
teacher in various subject areas during 
his tenure in a public elementary school.

In 2006, Dr. Zafe transferred to 
his hometown and was employed 
as an Instructor I at CatSU. He was 
later promoted to Instructor II in 2011, 
Assistant Professor II in October 2016, 
Associate Professor IV in January 2020, 
and Associate Professor V in 2021 to 
present.

Dr. Zafe also served as an extension 
coordinator in various community 
services. He represented the College of 
Education from 2013 to 2017, and during 

this period, the College was granted the 
highest accreditation level, level 4, by the 
Accrediting Agency of Chartered Colleges 
and Universities in the Philippines 
(AACCUP). At the same time, he was also 
designated as Director for the Center for 
International Relations and Continuing 
Professional Development Services, now 
headed by Prof. Zyra Mae T. Tumala.

Dr. Zafe has achieved various 
prominent affiliations and honors, such 
as being a national Top Scorer in the 
Qualifying Examination for Accreditors 
in the AACCUP, where Vice Presidents, 
Deans, Directors, and faculty members 
of the different State Universities (SUCs) 
in the Philippines participated.

Dr. Zafe holds a Bachelor of 
Elementary Education degree, 
completed his academic requirements 
for Master’s Degree at the Philippine 
Normal University, and graduated with 
a Master of Arts in Education, Major 
in Administration and Supervision at 
CatSU in 2009. He obtained his Doctor 
of Education, Major in Educational 
Management in the same university in 
2015, and he is currently working on his 
second doctorate degree, Philosophy in 
Educational Management.

As the new Assistant Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Dr. Zafe is expected to 

take charge of the processing, evaluation, 
and conduct of a feasibility study on the 
eighteen (18) new courses to be offered 
by CatSU. He is also responsible for 
planning Centers for Excellence and 
Centers for Development, as well as 
the adoption of the Expanded Tertiary 
Education Equivalency and Accreditation 
Program. In addition, Dr. Zafe will be 
responsible for improving CatSU’s 
classification level to attain SUC Level 
IV and assisting the VP for Academic 
Affairs and Chief Academic Officer, Dr. 
Patrick Alain T. Azanza, in all academic 
matters, including upholding the quality 
of education at CatSU and being included 
in the Quacquarelli Symonds World 
Ranking of Universities, the leading 
Global Education Network.

Dr. Zafe’s expertise and commitment 
are evident in his published papers in 
national and international research journal 
publications and numerous seminars 
related to his profession as an educator. 
His professional career revolves around 
serving the people, especially the 
students, through his passion for teaching 
and serving the academic community. 
Therefore, Dr. Zafe is the perfect assistant 
to CatSU’s academic arm.
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CatSU Pres donates Samsung tablets to 
deserving CatSU students
by Caroline I. Vecilles

CatSU President Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza 
recently distributed Samsung learning 
tablets to deserving students of the 

Catanduanes State University (CatSU) in an 
effort to help the neediest students cope with 
their academic activities.

Among the beneficiaries are Mary Ann Gupa, 
a first-year student from the College of Business 
and Accountancy, Earl Joshua Tabian, a first-
year BS Education, Social Studies Major, and 
Junard Matienzo, a student from the College of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. These students were 
recommended by their respective faculties and 
the Office of Student Affairs and Development 
Services.

Mary Ann, who is a person with a disability 
(PWD), used to borrow online learning gadgets 
from friends and classmates in order to pursue 
her academic activities. 

Earl Joshua, on the other hand, is an honor 
student who has been persistent in pursuing his 
college education despite extreme difficulties. 

Lastly, Junard works part-time at a local pizza 
and café shop while juggling his studies to ensure 
that he reaches his dreams and aspirations, not 
just for himself but for his family as well.

The Samsung learning tablets were donated 
by none other than the SUC President and his 
wife, Prof. Jane Rose C. Azanza. The tablets are 
expected to help these students with their online 
classes and academic activities as they continue 
to work hard to achieve their dreams.

These three stories of grit and determination 
are a testament to the perseverance of CatSU 
students amidst challenging circumstances, and 
the administration’s effort to assist its students. 

J.A. Sidlacan
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Around one hundred and fifty 
(150) scholars were included 
in this first batch for the First 

Semester of SY 2022-2023. In addition, 
around two hundred (200) scholars are 
scheduled to receive their grants on 
February 22.

Meanwhile, the requirements for the 
grant for 2nd Sem of SY 2022-2023 is 
now being processed.

Facilitating the release of the grants 
were Ms. Marilyn G. Tejada, the University 
Registrar and TES Focal Person, Dr. 
Gemma M. Samas, the Director of the 
Office of Student Scholarship, Financial 
Assistance, Career Development, and 
Placement Services (OSSFACDPS), and 
Ms. Elsie V. Rojas, the Chief Cashiering 
Services. Also present to assist in the 
grant distribution were staff from the 
Cashiering Services.

TES is a grant-in-aid program of the 
government that supports the cost of 
tertiary education of Filipino students 
who enrol in their first undergraduate-
post-secondary program in state 
universities and colleges (SUCs), local 
universities and colleges (LUCs), private 
higher education institutions (HEIs) and 
technical-vocational institutions (TVI’s).

CatSU Tertiary 
Education Subsidy 
(TES) scholars 
receive their grants 
by Caroline I. Vecilles
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The College of Health Sciences, led by its 
Dean, Professor Joel T. Olfindo, and Dr. Alma 

A. Tabirara organized an Enhancement Classes for 
Senior Nursing Students on February 27, 2023, 
held at the university’s auditorium.

The activity was designed to equip the students 
with the necessary skills and knowledge for their 
upcoming licensure examination.

Esteemed resource speaker Dr. Roel V. 
Evangelista, RN, M.D., shared his expertise in the 
field to help the students strategically prepare for 
their licensure exam.

After a two-year hiatus, the College of 
Engineering and Architecture (CEA) Fest has 

made a comeback, and students came together to 
celebrate the spirit of competition, camaraderie, 
and determination.

The fest consisted of 25 houses, each 
showcasing their unique talents.

The event was a triumph, with students enjoying 
the moment with a variety of activities. The fest 
kicked off with an opening program. The houses 
then battled it out in various competitions, such as 
quiz bowls, debates, and sports tournaments.

Throughout the event, the students displayed 
their teamwork, sportsmanship, and creativity. The 
fest concluded with an awarding ceremony, with 
the top-performing houses receiving recognition 
and prizes.

The CEA Fest was a reminder of the importance 
of taking a break from academics and embracing a 
fun and competitive spirit. The event also fostered 
unity and strengthened the bond between the 
students in the college.

The CatSU Federated College Student Council 
(FCSC) headed by President and Regent 

Angelo Piolo V. Laynes has collaborated with the 
Department of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT) to offer Sim Card Registration 
Assistance to CatSU students and employees.

As part of the initiative, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was also drafted between 
CatSU and DICT Catanduanes to provide additional 
free Wi-Fi allotment to employees and students, 
primarily at the administration building.

To encourage participation, the FCSC hold a 
raffle draw for all CatSUans who register their SIM 
cards. Winners were to receive attractive CatSU 
Merch products as prizes.

The registration process was facilitated by 
intern students from the College of Information 
and Communications Technology (CICT).

CHS holds enhancement classes for 
senior BSN students

CEA fest triumphantly returns 
after two-year hiatus, showcasing 
students’ unique talents

FCSC teams up with DICT to provide 
sim card registration assistance

News Bits
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The Junior & Senior High School Students of 
Catanduanes State University Laboratory 

Schools attended the JS Promenade and Ball 
2023 held last February 16, 2023, at the CatSU 
Gymnasium.

The event’s highlights included the Cotillion de 
Honor, performed by the selected junior and senior 
high school students, choreographed and trained 
by PE teacher, Mr. Isiahjim A. Torillos.

Additionally, the different traditions and rites 
were conducted, such as the symbolic lighting of 
the torch, Reading of the Class Prophecy by Ms. 
Alma Mater Estela Eden T. San Esteban, Reading 
of Class Will and Testaments by SBO President 
Ma. Rachelle M. Rojas, and Bequeathal and 
Acceptance of the Key of Responsibility by the 
Presidents of both Junior and Senior Clubs.

The juniors and seniors also had an acquaintance 
song and exchanged souvenirs during the 
ceremonies.

The event’s guest speaker was Dr. Jimmylen Z. 
Tonio, the Dean of the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences and an alumna of the Laboratory 
Schools.

In her speech, she emphasized the different 
ways to emerge triumphant and gave advice to the 
students on how to continuously uphold values 
and excellence.

“As you prepare to embark on your respective 
journeys, let us remember that the world needs 
individuals who stand for something, who uphold 
their values and principles, and who strive for 
excellence in all that they do,” Dr. Tonio said.

Several heads of the institution also attended 
the event, including Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs - Dr. Gemma G. Acedo, Teacher Education 
Department Chairperson - Prof. Eric V. Evangelista, 
who delivered an inspirational message, Head 
Teacher & SHS Coordinator - Prof. Joerandy C. 
Tablizo, who delivered the Welcome Address, and 
Principal - Prof. Ditas T. Manlangit, who ended the 
program with the closing remarks.

Lab Schools Junior, Senior high school 
students celebrate annual prom

News Bits
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The Municipal Health Office (LGU 
Virac) conducted assessments 

of CatSU employees and students in 
response to the Department of Health 
CHD - Bicol Regional Circular No. 2023-
0004, “Guidelines for the Conduct of 
Community-Based House-to-House 
Mass PhilPEN Risk Assessment.”

The two-day assessment that took 
place from February 27 to February 28 
was monitored by Dr. Felix C. Ma III 
and members of CatSU’s Medical and 
Dental Services.

The objective of the health 
assessment was to address the 
increasing health risks among younger 
people, particularly with the rising 
number of deaths caused by high blood 
pressure.

The assessment involved taking 
vital signs, conducting medical history 
interviews, providing prescriptions 
if necessary, and offering advice for 
doctor’s consultations and testing.

The Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Rhudarda Multi-

Purpose Cooperative, Mr. Armiel 
A. Azul, paid a courtesy call on 
Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza, the 
President of Catanduanes State 
University (CatSU). 

The visit was part of a Lakbay-
Aral benchmarking mission 
focused on the abaca industry in 
Catanduanes. 

PhilFIDA Provincial Fiber Officer 
Roberto Lusuegro and PASO 
Representative for Abaca Mr. 
Ariel T. Tabuzo, as well as CatSU’s 
Abaca Technology Incubation 
Center (ATIC) Director, Prof. 
Abelisa D. Evangelista, assisted 
the cooperative members during 
their visit.

Dr. Azanza is currently the 
Chairman of the Bicol Regional 
Cooperative Development Council. 

CatSU employees, students 
participate in health 
assessment to address rising 
health risks among younger 
people

Rhudarda coop visits 
CatSU for abaca industry 
benchmarking mission

News Bits
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The HERALD is the official 
publication of Catanduanes State 
University which is produced 
by Corporate Communications 
Services (CCS).

The HERALD complements 
the multi-platform communication 
arm of CCS Office which utilizes 
print, broadcast, television, and 
social media, as well as the World 
Wide Web, in the dissemination 
of the different milestones, 
programs, projects, activities and 
achievements of the University, 
particularly on areas of Instruction, 
Research, Extension, Production, 
Governance and Management, and 
Student Services.

The HERALD exists to advance 
the interest of development 
communication in higher education, 
and to provide another venue 
in informing, involving, and 
empowering the stakeholders of 
the Catanduanes State University.
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Level up your transparency game! 
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of a better government.
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Congratulations to CHRISTOPER JAN CABRERA MENDOZA of CatSU 
College of Engineering and Architecture for having been chosen as “BEST 
PARTICIPANT- FIRST PLACE” in the International Short Course City 

Resilience, Disaster Mitigation and Infrastructure (RMI) Week 2023 held on Feb. 21 
to 24, 2023 held by the Engineering faculty of the UNISSULA, Indonesia. 1st Place- 
Christopher Jan C. Mendoza, Philippines | 2nd Place- Mallaysia | 3rd Place- Indonesia 
Tatak CatSUan!

CHRISTOPER JAN CABRERA MENDOZA

Congratulations!
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Catanduanes State University Guidance Counseling and 
Testing Office is currently having its

College Entrance Assessment.

Acceptance of College Entrance Assessment Application 
started on November 21, 2022 and is set

until June 17, 2023.

College Entrance Assessment 2023 Requirements:

• Accomplished CatSU College Entrance Assessment 
Application (CEAA) Form, with passport size

• (3.5cm x4.5cm) picture
• Accomplished Individual Student Profile Form with 

passport size (3.5cm x4.5cm) picture
• Grade 12 First Semester (Form 137)
• 1 Long White Folder

Heads-Up Senior High 
School Graduating 
Students!
by Francis John B. Templonuevo


